
 
 

 
Summer 2008 

SCS 604 World Religions  
3 Credits/4 CEUs 

July 15-September 18, 2008 Tuesday & Thursdays, 1:00-3:00 p.m. Rm 201 
 

Instructor Name Thomas W. Shepherd, M.Div.  
Office Hours Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays 10:00 - 11:30 AM 
Telephone Office - (816) 347-5529 / Cell - (816) 695-0857 
E-Mail shepherdtw@unityonline.org 
Required Texts Bowker, John. World Religions: The Great Faiths Explained & 

Explored. NY: DK Publishing, 2006. ISBN 13: 978-0-7566-1772-1 
Other Required Reading Websites TBA. 

 
Recommended Reading Armstrong, Karen. Islam: A Short History. Modern Library, 2000 

[200 pages] ISBN 0-679-64040-1  
Smith, Huston and Philip Novak, Buddhism: A Concise Introduction. 
HarperSanFrancisco. 2004. Read Part II. [200-120=80 pages] ISBN 0-
06-073067-6 
Eck, Diana L. A New Religious America. HarperSanFrancisco. 2001. 
Read all except pages 80-141. [400-60=340 pages] ISBN 0-06-
062159-1  
Knitter, Paul F. Introducing Theologies of Religions. Orbis Books, 
2002. [250 pages] ISBN 1-57075-419-5 
 

 
SCS 604         World Religions (3hrs/4units) 
Course Description 
     Exploration of the many different ways human beings throughout history and around the globe 
have answered questions like:  What is sacred; what does my life depend upon? What is worth living – 
or dying – for? If this is basically a good cosmos, why do people suffer? Answers will display how 
different religious traditions have identified the basic problems and meanings of existence. Christian 
perspectives on interfaith dialogue will be explored.      
 
Content 

• Native religions: Shamanism, tribal American and African ways  
• Ancient religions: Egyptian, Zoroastrianism, Greek, Roman, Nose, Celtic 
• Asian faiths:   Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Shinto  
• Western Religions:  Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Baha’i  
• The links between world religions and Unity/New Thought  

  
Learning Objectives 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1. Trace the evolution of the God concept  
2. Describe the principle tenets of the major faiths of humanity. 
3. Explain how each religion encountered in the course understands the sacred interaction between   
    humanity and the cosmos. 
4. From a cross-cultural perspective, evaluate how effectively various religious traditions handle the  
    problem of suffering and evil (theodicy).   
5. How "interfaith" should New Thought churches attempt to become? Develop and defend a  
    tentative personal preference. 
6. Sketch a method for engaging in dialogue with non-Christian traditions. 
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The learning objectives partially fulfill the following program outcomes for the Master of Divinity:      
  MD-4   Demonstrate appropriate knowledge needed for ministry. 
 
The learning objectives partially fulfill the following program outcomes for the Certificate in Unity 
Ministry:   C-4   Demonstrate appropriate knowledge needed for ministry.           
 
The learning objectives partially fulfill the following program outcomes for the Master of Arts in 
Religious Studies:    MA-1  Demonstrate mastery in the study of religion.  
          
Class Schedule: Read text and notes before class according to announced topics.  
Week Date Topic Reading Assignment Paper/Exam/Activity 
1a Tu 

07- 15 
 

OVERVIEW & INTRO 
 
Origins of  Religion, I 
What is Sacred? 
Definitions of religion: 
Why do we need it? 
What is the function of 
religion? (Marvin 
Harris social science 
model). Tribal 
Religions Today & 
Yesterday 
 

Bowker, pp. 6-9; 199-
207. 

Locate two websites on tribal 
religions. 
 
(Always be prepared to 
introduce your sites to class 
during the next session. NO 
WIKIPEDIA allowed.) 

1b 
 

Th 
07-17 

Origins of Religion, II  
Myth and Ritual:  
Imbalance in life:    
   sacrificial restoration 
Evolution of the God     
    Concept 

Handout  

2a Tu 
07-22 

 

Ancient Religions 
Egypt, Greece, Rome, 
Norse, Celtic, Native 
American  

Bowker, pp. 11-17 
 

Locate two websites on 
Hinduism. (Introduce all 
sites to class next session.) 

2b 
 

Th 
07-24 

Hinduism, I Bowker, 18-43  

3a Tu 
07-29 

Hinduism, II 
 

Review Websites  Locate Jainism website. 
 

3b Th 
07-31 

Jainism Bowker, 46-57 Locate two Buddhism 
websites 

4a Tu 
08-05 

 

Buddhism, I Bowker, 60-75 Locate Zen Buddhism or 
another Buddhist variation 
website. 

4b 
 

Th 
08-07 

Buddhism, II 
(Variations) 

Bowker, 76-81  Locate Sikhism website. 
 
 

5a Tu 
08-12 

 

Sikhism Bowker, 84-95 Locate Feng Shui and Taoism 
websites.  
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Week Date Topic Reading Assignment Paper/Exam/Activity 
5b 
 
 

Th 
08-14 

Chinese Religions: The 
Four Ways  (Taoism, 
Confucianism, 
Buddhism, popular 
religions) 

Bowker, 98-109 Take Home Exam #1 - Due 
at class time Tues. 08-19. 
 
(Covers sessions 1a - 5b) 

6a 
 

Tu 
08-19 

Japanese Religions 
 

Bowker, 110-121 Locate two Jewish websites. 

6b 
 

Th 
08-21 

Judaism, I 
 

Bowker, 124-137  
 

7a 
 

Tu 
08-26 

Judaism, II 
 

Bowker, 138-147  

7b 
 

Th 
08-28 

The Family of 
Christian Religions 

Bowker, 150-173  

8a Tu 
09-02 

Christianity Today 
 

 Q: What observance begins 
today (09-02-08)? 

8b 
 

Th 
09-04 

Islam, I Bowker, 176-187 Locate two Islamic websites. 
 

9a 
 

Tu 
09-09 

Islam, II Bowker, 188-195  

9b Th 
09-11 

 

Islam, III  Today is 7th anniversary of 
Sept 11, 2001. 
 
Take Home Exam #2 - Due 
at class time Tues. 09-16. 
 
(Covers sessions 6a - 9b) 

10a 
 

Tu 
09-16 

Case Study in 
Emerging Religion: 
Baha’i Faith 

 Locate Baha’i website. 
 

10b 
 

Th 
09-18 

Wild Card: Discussion 
of topic decided by 
class. 

 Term Paper Due Today 
 

 
 
Grading 

Assignment Possible Points Meets Learning Objective 
Take Home Exams (2) 20% each = 40% 

 
MD-4. 
 

Class Participation 
 

10% 
 

MD-4  
 

Term Paper 
20 pp / 6,000 words 

50% 
 

MD-4  
 

 
Final Grade Determination: 
 

Percentage Points Grade 
90%  -   100% 4.0 A 
80     -     89% 3.0 B 
70     -     79% 2.0 C 
Below  70 % 0 F 
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Grading 
Assignment Possible Points Meets Learning Objective 

Take Home Exams (2) 20% each = 40% 
 

MD-4. 
 

Class Participation 
 

10% 
 

MD-4  
 

Term Paper 
20 pp / 6,000 words 

50% 
 

MD-4  
 

 
“C” is ordinarily considered a failing grade in graduate programs. Grading is on straight 4-
point scale; grades will be “rounded” to letter grade. Pluses and minuses are merely instructor 
commentary and will not be calculated in the grade equation (B+ or B- will be recorded as 
“B”).  
 
Assignments for the Master of Arts in Religious Studies: 
 
Grading 

Assignment Possible Points Meets Learning Objective 
Take Home Exams (2) 25% each = 50% 

 
MA-1 
 

Class Participation 
 

10% 
 

MD-4  
 

Term Paper 
20 pp / 6,000 words 

50% 
 

MA-1  
 

 
Term Paper (All Degree/Certificate Students) 
Students will be required to produce an original research paper on an issue or topic in a religious 
tradition other than Christianity. Although the requirement is intended to take the learner away from 
Christianity, the paper may do a comparative analysis of a topic in a non-western religion and in a 
Christian tradition. For example, someone might choose to study the concept of salvation in 
Mahayana Buddhism and compare it with the soteriology of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. 
This is not a reflection paper but a journal and library research requirement. Some websites will be 
acceptable, provided they represent reliable sources. More information on term paper requirements 
will be made available during  the first week of class. 
 
Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come to class having read the assigned material and being prepared to 
discuss it.  
Classroom Protocol 
At the graduate school level, collegiality and mutual respect should govern the classroom process.  
 
Late Assignment Policy 
Exams must be taken when scheduled. No make-up exams will be given except for bona fide 
emergencies; documentation may be required. All work is due on the day scheduled. Late assignments 
will be assessed five percent (5%) penalty per day, weekends and holidays included. 
 
Academic Integrity 
All work submitted in this course must be the student’s own original work generated specifically for 
this class. This policy includes all assignments, exams, papers, and other projects required by the 
instructor. The submission of another person’s work represented as that of the student without 
properly citing the source of the work will be considered plagiarism and will result in a failing grade 

4 
Unity Institute 1901 NW Blue Parkway    Unity Village, MO  64065   816-251-3535    

www.unityinstitute.org 



Summer 2008 

(zero) for that assignment or exam.  A second incident will result in a failing grade (zero) for the 
course. Repeated offenses may result in dismissal from the program.  Previously written papers or other 
materials from student files—even though written by the student who is submitting the assignment—are 
also not acceptable. The rule is, new work for new assignments.  
 
 

Attendance Policy 
While attendance has no direct impact on the final grade, there is a very strong correlation 
between attendance and success in the class.  If students miss a class, students are responsible 
for obtaining the lecture notes, information and/or directions from another student. Should 
students decide to quit attending this class, they must  officially drop it at the Registrar’s 
Office.  Failure to do this will result in an F for the course regardless of how many days the 
student has attended. 
 
Academic Honesty 
Unity Institute assumes that all students desire to pursue their academic and transformational 
work with honesty and scholarly integrity. Cheating, plagiarism, facilitating academic 
dishonesty and misrepresentation of self or other students are prohibited. Students may seek 
the assistance from others as long as the student submitting the assignment is actually doing 
the work. The submission of another person’s work represented as that of the student 
without properly citing the source of the work will be considered plagiarism and will result in 
a failing grade (zero) for that assignment or exam. A second incident will result in a failing 
grade (zero) for the course. Repeated offenses may result in dismissal from the program. All 
work submitted in this course must be the student’s own original work generated specifically 
for this class. Previously written papers or other materials from student files—even though 
written by the student who is submitting the assignment—are also not acceptable. The rule is, new 
work for new assignments. 
 
Students should consult the Unity Institute Student Handbook for a full explanation of 
academic honesty and plagiarism.  
If a faculty member discovers a student violating academic honesty the following penalty may 
be applied, depending upon the severity of the infraction: 

1. A reduced grade for the assignment. 
2. A grade of zero for the assignment. 
3. An “F” for the course. 
4. Remand the decision to the full faculty. 

A report will be sent to the faculty, the Dean, as well as kept in the student’s permanent file. 
 
For further information about academic honesty, students are directed to review the Unity 
Institute Catalog and Unity Institute Student Handbook.   
 
Special Concerns 
If students have any special concerns and/or challenges that may affect their performance in 
this course, they are encouraged to speak with the instructor immediately so that any 
accommodations, if necessary, may be made. 
 
Selected Bibliography 
TBA      
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